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put power into the hands of organised Labour : and
organised Labour has less distrust of Catholics as such,
and less desire for Protestant ascendancy as such,
than is found among the wealthier classes. But
whether among the Protestant working men of the
North or among the Protestant employers, there will
be no desire for a Gaelic nationalism.
It is, however, highly conceivable that there may
develop in Ulster a nationalism like that of the
Dominions, based largely on a sense of local interests :
and this will be stimulated alike by the presence of
a Parliament possessing power to serve local needs
and by the limitation which statute has placed upon
these powers.
In truth events have already shown that the limi-
tations practically exist for the most part on paper,
and have been disregarded when they conflict with a
strong desire.
The statute of 1920 which set up the Parliament of
Northern Ireland delegated to that Parliament (as
well as to that of Southern Ireland, which never came
into existence) certain definite branches of adminis-
tration. The most important of those withheld were
the treaty-making power, the military power, and the
fiscal and taxing authority. But when the Belfast
Parliament came into existence, in the spring of 1921,
Ireland was in a state of war and the commotion had
spread to Northern Ireland. Under pressure of cir-
cumstances, the Belfast Government decided to arm
its community—that is to say, the section of its
community which supported it. The Catholics defin-
itely refused to recognise its authority: and so,
under the name of a police force, it armed almost the
whole Protestant population. Order was maintained
in the first instance by the Royal Ulster Constabulary,
who were the R.LC, continued with a change of name :
in the second by the B force, a body of local volun-
teers to whom a small grant was paid: and finally
in the last resort by the C police, in which any approved

